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JOINT ACTON PUBLIC (APSC) and ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL (ABRSC) 
and ACTON-BOXBOROUGH TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABTSC) 

MEETINGS 
 
Library                          May 22, 2014 
R.J. Grey Junior High School            7:00 p.m. Joint ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC Executive Session 

                                                                 7:30 p.m. ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC Open Meeting  
                                                                                     

 
AGENDA  

1. Call to Order ABTSC, ABRSC and APSC (7:00) 
 
2. JOINT ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Strategy with respect to collective bargaining 
 

3. deleted 
 
4. JOINT ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC OPEN MEETING (7:30) 

 
5. Chairmen’s Introduction – Maria Neyland  

Statement from School Committees regarding McCarthy-Towne School parents’ 
comments at 5/1/14 School Committee meeting (brought to meeting) 

 
6. Approval of Minutes and Statement of Warrants (7:35) 

1. ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC Minutes of 5/1/14 and 5/14/14 (next meeting)    
 

7. Public Participation 
 

8. Negotiations Update – Maria Neyland  (7:50) 
1. Possible VOTE on  FY’14 Acton Education Association (AEA) Collective 

Bargaining Agreement – APSC/ABRSC VOTE – Maria Neyland 
(Agreement would be brought to the meeting)   

2. Possible VOTE on  FY’15 – FY’17 Acton Education Association (AEA) 
Collective Bargaining Agreement – ABTSC/ABRSC VOTE – Maria 
Neyland (Agreement would be brought to the meeting)   
 

9. Recommendation to Approve FY15 Food Service lunch prices – VOTE – Kirsten 
Nelson (8:20) 
 

10. Recommendation to Approve Clare Jeannotte as FY15 Interim ABRSD Finance  
Director – VOTE – Steve Mills (8:30) 
 

11. Policy Subcommittee Update  (8:35) 
ABTSC/ABRSC/APSC Policies (incorporating Blanchard policies, see separately posted 
document) 

i. Section H: Negotiations 
ii. Section I: Instructional Program  

iii. Section J: Students 
1. Consent Agenda #5 – SECOND  READING – ABTSC VOTE -Maria Neyland  
2. Consent Agenda #6 – FIRST READING (next meeting)  

 
12. Regionalization Update – Steve Mills (8:40) 
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1. ABRSD and the Town of Boxborough Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) – 
ABTSC VOTE (addendum) 

2. ABRSD and the Town of Boxborough Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) – ABTSC VOTE (addendum) 
 

13. School Committee Member Reports (oral) (8:45) 
1. Acton Leadership Group (ALG) –Dennis Bruce 
2. Boxborough Leadership Forum (BLF) – Maria Neyland 
3. Health Insurance Trust (HIT) – Mary Brolin 
4. Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Task Force– Dennis Bruce  
5. Acton Finance Committee - Dennis Bruce 
6. Acton Board of Selectmen - Paul Murphy  
7. Boxborough Finance Committee- Maria Neyland  
8. Boxborough Board of Selectmen – Maria Neyland 

 
14. Annual Superintendent’s Evaluation – Maria Neyland (oral) (8:50) 

1. FY14 Staff Survey summary 
 

15. Boxborough Local Election/Town Meeting Update - Maria Neyland (July 1 addition of  
School Committee members per K-12 Regional Agreement) (8:55) 

1. Boxborough Town Meeting slides, 5/12/14 
 

16. School Committee Meetings – Maria Neyland (oral) (9:00) 
1. Summer Workshop –Thur, July 24 6:30 p.m business starts at 7  
2. Business Meeting - August 
3. Proposed FY15 ABRSC Meeting Calendar – 7:00 p.m. start? 
4. Memo re Election of FY15 ABRSC Officers to be voted 6/5/14 SC meeting  
5. School Committee Annual Organizational Meeting Policy, File: BDA  

http://ab.mec.edu/about/policiespdf/BDA.pdf 
6. School Committee Officers Policy, File: BDB   

http://ab.mec.edu/about/policiespdf/BDB.pdf 
 

17. FOR YOUR INFORMATION (9:10) 
1. Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court Opinion on their decision in favor of 

APS/ABRSD regarding the “Pledge of Allegiance” case, 5/9/14 
2. Acton-Boxborough Regional High School 

a. Discipline Report, May 1, 2014 
3. R.J. Grey Junior High School 

a. Discipline Report, May 1, 2014 
4. Pupil Services 

a. Early Childhood Student Population, 5/1/14 
b. Monthly Report - English Language Learners Student Population, 5/1/14 

5. Monthly Enrollment: May 1, 2014 (addendum) 
6. Community Correspondence “MCAS or PARCC”,”Postpone Voting on AEA 

Agreement” 
7. Annual All-Staff Retirement Party invitation: June 12, 3:00 – 5:00 at Wedgewood 

Pines Country Club in Stow, rsvp to Beth by  
8. National Energy Education Development Project Awards Ceremony in Washington, 

DC for Gates & Douglas, State Awards for Conant & ABRHS 
9. Dismissal times for last day of school – Wednesday, June 18, 2014   

18. ADJOURN (9:15) 
      NEXT MEETINGS: 

 June 5, 7:00 p.m. ABRSC/ABTSC/APSC meeting, Junior High Library   
 June 19, 7:00 p.m. APSC meeting, Junior High Library – CHANGED to Tuesday, June 24 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Junior High Library, APSC/ABRSC/ABTSC meeting 
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Boxborough Annual Town Meeting

Commencing May 12, 2014

New Superintendent Glenn Brand
• 20 years in Education 

Experience in Canada & 
Massachusetts

• Assistant Superintendent 
for Administration and 
Finance - Sharon Public 
Schools

• Principal, Assistant 
Principal & Teacher

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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Thank You Dr. Mills

• 36 Years in Education

• Acton-Boxborough 
2009 – 2014

• “High quality instruction 
for every student in every 
classroom every day”

• Thank you and good luck!

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014

AB Regional High School Rankings

10th

Best
STEM 
High 

School in 
the US

2nd 

Best
School 

District in 
MA

1st in AP 
Scores

2nd in  
SAT 

Scores

State 
Champs
21 out of 

the last 22 
years
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ABRSD Highlights

Acton-Boxborough Regional
School District

Expanded Region effective July 1, 2014

Six Elementary Schools, One Junior High 
School, One High School

Total Regional Budget – $76,003,826

Boxborough Assessment – $10,594,577

17.57% of Total Regional Assessment
Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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Financial Benefits from 
Regionalization

Additional Transportation Aid       $550,589

Staff Regionalization Savings       $416,454

TOTAL                                                $967,043*

*Does Not Include $139,000 in new Regional Bonus Aid

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014

ABRSD FY’15 Operating Budget
$416k Regionalization Staff Savings
Superintendent Salary Cut  ($164,625)
Business Manager Salary Cut ($92,244)
Business Office Secretary Salary Cut  ($22,846)
Sped Secretary Salary Cut  ($22,845)
Contracted Services Cut  ($35,000)
Assistant Principal Cut  (.5 FTE)
& Principal Addition – Reduction & Increase, net: $61,453 
Clerk/Receptionist Cut  ($36,424)
Tech Support Salaries ‐ Data Entry Position Cut  ($25,000)
Teacher – Art $7,872 
Teacher ‐ Phys Ed Cut ($47,623)
Cafeteria Manager Cut ($39,172)

($416,454)
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ABRSD FY’15 
Operating Budget (in thousands)

A‐B

FY’15 Budget $76,003

FY’14 Final (Constructed) $74,237

$ Change from Final FY’14 $1,766

% Change from Final FY’14 2.38%

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014

Budget Analysis 
Budget Drivers (in thousands)

• Total Budget Increase     $1,766k     2.38%

• CASE and Out of District 
Tuition Increase $1,068k     1.44%  

• OPEB Increase $130k          .17%

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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ABRSD Budget Categories
FY '15

Personnel 
and Fringes

79.49%

Equipment
0.85%

Instructional 
Materials and 

Supplies
1.61%

Contracted 
Services
12.77%

Utilities
2.85%

Debt Service
2.43%

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014

Total Regional Enrollment 

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

20
03

*
20

04
*

20
05

*
20

06
*

20
07

*
20

08
*

20
09

*
20

10
*

20
11

*
20

12
*

20
13

*
20

14
20

15
20

16
20

17
20

18
20

19
20

20
20

21
20

22
20

23
20

24
20

25

ForecastActual

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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New Principal at Blanchard
Mr. Dana Labb 

• 11 Years in Education

• Principal of West 
Street Elementary 
School Southbridge, 
Ma

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014

Dr. Curtis A. Bates
40+ Years as an Educator

1973‐1989 Chaffins 
Elementary School, 

Holden, MA, 
Teacher ‐ Grades 2‐
3, Reading Specialist

1989‐1999 Principal 
‐ Shaker Lane 
Elementary 

School,  Littleton, 
MA

1999‐2006 
Chelmsford Public 
Schools Principal ‐

Harrington 
Elementary (7 yrs) 
McCarthy Middle 
School (2 yrs.)

2006‐ 2010 
Superintendent / 

Director of 
Curriculum 
Boxborough 
Public School

2010‐
present  Superinten
dent/ Director of 

Curriculum/ 
Principal/ 

Boxborough Public 
School

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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Thank You and Good Luck
Dr. Bates!

Boxborough Town Meeting, May 2014
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